he called Maganlalbhai's children, and made them sit
near him.... At last I rose to go. Bapu said: "When
I took the vow of Monday silence, I allowed myself
two exceptions. I decided that, in a moment of un-
endurable physical pain, or to comfort someone in equal
mental pain, I would break my silence and say what
was necessary. This is the first time in all these years
that I have had to take advantage of this loophole.53

Bapu had hastened to Maganlalbhai's house in order
to comfort his widow and children. Their need of his
peace-giving presence and support was so great that he
never returned to his own hut at all so long as he re-
mained in Sabarmati. He sent for all he needed and
settled down in Maganlalbhai's house. Not for a moment -
did he allow that grief-stricken family to feel that it
was orphaned and had no one to turn to in its hour of
need and desolation.

When I went to see him again, he was sitting in
his new quarters with all his paraphernalia around him,
writing an article for Young India. He was writing some-
thing to this effect : "As I write, the sobs of MaganlaPs
widow fall upon my ears....Little does she know that I
have been widowed likewise...." Yes! And who was to
comfort him whose task it was to comfort us all?
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